Threads: The Basics and Beyond
Creating Passport Classes for your store

Your students will love working with our Passport book method for exploring the world of thread. Not only will they learn great skills and techniques while creating their thread reference book, they will gain a better understanding of their biggest stitch investment, their sewing machines. 

Debbie Bates and Liz Kettle have been teaching the Thread Passport classes for over 5 years and have come up with some great options for different teaching situations. Using Threads: The Basics and Beyond as a classroom guide will make teaching these techniques a breeze.
The 9 month Passport Adventure Club
This can be expanded to include more thread techniques or taught as an on-going class.

Month 1: Packing your Bags 

Quilting 101: give them a not so boring look at the Fundamentals of quilting and sewing, fusible webs, stabilizers and needles. Learn the basics of how to make  passport pages. Create the stabilizer and fusible sample pages. We have found it easier to provide a kit of precut stabilizer and fusible samples. 
Month 2: Set sail with free motion stitching; cast off your tension woes

Teach the secrets for success in free motion quilting and introduce a variety of thread weights for quilting. Move onto faux trapunto or have fun breaking the rules in tension play. 

Month 3: The exotic islands of Appliqué 

Explore the different villages on this great island…who knew there were so many ways to appliqué. No longer the dreaded “A” word, your students will start looking for things to appliqué. Try a variety of appliqués stitches using different types of thread.
Month 4: A visit Down Under with the heavy threads.

Fear bobbin stitching no more. Teach your students how much fun it is to sew upside down. 

Month 5: Let your Stitches play on the beaches of Brazil

Buttonholes are not for buttons and satin stitches make flowers? Everyone wears a mask at Carnival. Let your stitches explore their wild side…your students will love learning how to use all those great stitches on their machines.
Month 6: Yankee doodle drawing and painting

Your needle is your pencil as we explore the basics of thread drawing and sketching. You can do it! Add colored pencils, inks and markers and fabric paint to introduce color to your students.

Month 7: Thread painting on the banks of the Seine

Embroidery doesn’t always mean a $6000 machine. Learn the basics of thread painting and color stitch play. Discuss where to find designs and how to transfer them to fabrics. A great time to add a lesson on using the color wheel. 

Month 8: Underwater Adventure

Explore the magical world beneath the sea with thread and water-soluble stabilizers. Explore the basics of dimensional threadwork on a flat grid sample and discuss how to turn that into thread bowls, vases and appliqués. 

Month 9: The end of the line—but the beginning of your own travels

Have some fun with thread covered cords and sticks and some basic beading. Make a magic stitch wand or confetti hearts. Alternatively, teach your favorite thread technique page.
4 Class Series
For a shorter program divide the exercises into a ‘Quilter’s Passport’ and a ‘Thread Artisan’s Passport’ Hold classes for 4 consecutive weeks or months . Use the same outline as above, class 1 and 2 is the ‘Quilter’s Passport’ and classes 3 and 4 are the ‘Thread Artisan’s Passport’ classes. Instead of class #9 host a thread party for everyone to show off their completed Passports.
One Day Classes

We have also taught abbreviated one day classes for the ‘Quilter’s Passport’ and ‘Thread Artisan’s Passport’. This fast paced class is perfect for those who work or can’t commit to a longer running class. Be sure to have chocolate available in the afternoon because they will need it.  
Saturday Sampler
Get your customers hooked on thread with free informational lectures and technique demos that encourage them to try the same techniques at home. Combine these with a reward discount on the ‘Thread of the Month’ when they bring in their finished Passport page. They will love the ‘free’ demos and will become enthusiastic thread collectors.
Other ideas:

We encourage you to appoint one of your staff as the ‘thread expert’. Have her or him work through the exercises in Threads: The Basics and Beyond and soon she will be able to answer most questions about thread and tension. Having your own staff expert will help give customers confidence that you can help troubleshoot their problems.

